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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To decaffeinate raw coffee beans harmlessly 
and at low cost without losing valuable components, by 
pressurizing and heating raw coffee beans in the 
presence of water, immersing the coffee beans in an 
aqueous solution of an alcohol, washing with water, 
immersing in water and drying. 

CONSTITUTION: Raw coffee beans BG are fed to a 
pressure container 3, warm water is supplied to the 
container, pressurized steam under given pressure is fed 
and the raw coffee beans are steamed or boiled. Then 
the warm water in the container 3 is discharged and an 
aqueous solution of ethyl alcohol is fed to the container. 
When the blend is stirred by rotary blades 3b, caffeine in 
the raw coffee beans is eluted. Then the aqueous 
solution of ethyl alcohol is abandoned, cold water is fed 
to the container 3 and the raw coffee beans are further 
immersed in water for a given time to further elute 
caffeine. Then water is discharged the raw coffee beans 
are washed with warm water and then dried by a dryer 9. 
Thus decaffeinated raw coffee beans are produced while minimizing elution of protein and fat in 
the coffee beans. 
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